
Sovereignty over the Sapodilla Cayes
Belize v. Honduras

Date filed: November 16, 2022
Court: International Court of Justice (ICJ)
Dispute: Whether Belize or Honduras has sovereignty over the Sapodilla Cayes, a group of small
islands in the Caribbean Sea.

The situation is that Belize and Honduras are both claiming sovereignty over the Sapodilla
Cayes, a group of small islands in the Caribbean Sea. Belize has been exercising effective control
over the Cayes for centuries, and the Cayes are located within Belize's territorial waters.
However, Honduras has a historical claim to the Cayes, and the Cayes are located within
Honduras's exclusive economic zone.
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Belize's Arguments:
Belize presents its case based on the claim of having exercised effective control over the
Sapodilla Cayes for centuries. The nation asserts that the islands lie within its territorial waters,
bolstering its sovereignty claim. According to Belize, Honduras has never provided valid
evidence to support its own claim to the Cayes, further challenging the legitimacy of Honduras'
stance in the ongoing dispute.

Honduras' Arguments:
Honduras argues that it holds a historical claim to the Sapodilla Cayes. The nation points out that
the islands are located within its exclusive economic zone, which it contends as compelling
evidence supporting its right to the territory. Honduras raises concerns about Belize's effective
control over the Cayes, asserting that Belize has not demonstrated adequate governance and
presence to substantiate its claim.

Case Developments:
The ICJ has actively overseen the case, issuing a significant order on February 2, 2023. This
order established a timetable for the proceedings, mandating both Belize and Honduras to submit
their written pleadings by May 2, 2023. As a result, legal teams from both countries meticulously
prepared and submitted their arguments, employing historical records, geographical evidence,
and political documentation to bolster their respective positions.

Significance and Potential Outcomes:
The outcome of this case carries significant implications for both Belize and Honduras. Should
the ICJ rule in favor of Belize, it would affirm Belize's longstanding sovereignty over the
Sapodilla Cayes, potentially prompting renegotiations of maritime boundaries with Honduras.
Conversely, a ruling in favor of Honduras would question Belize's claims and could lead to a loss
of fishing rights and other economic interests for Belize.

Moreover, the case is being closely observed by other countries in the Caribbean region, as it
could set a precedent for handling future disputes over sovereignty in the area. The ICJ's decision
will have a profound impact on international law principles and the resolution of territorial
conflicts on a global scale.

Conclusion:
As of the last update, the ICJ is yet to issue a final ruling in the Belize v. Honduras case
concerning the sovereignty over the Sapodilla Cayes. The court's decision will not only
determine the fate of these disputed islands but also shape the future dynamics of territorial
disputes and maritime boundaries between nations. The world awaits the ICJ's impartial
judgment, seeking a resolution that upholds justice and adheres to the principles of international
law.



Timeline:
November 16, 2022: Belize files an application with the ICJ against Honduras, alleging that
Honduras has no sovereignty over the Sapodilla Cayes.
February 2, 2023: The ICJ issues an order setting out the timetable for the case. The ICJ orders
the parties to submit their written pleadings by May 2, 2023, and their oral arguments by October
10, 2023.
May 2, 2023: Belize submits its written pleadings to the ICJ.
June 2, 2023: Honduras submits its written pleadings to the ICJ.
October 10, 2023: The ICJ holds oral arguments in the case.
TBD: The ICJ issues its ruling in the case.

Important Links:
● https://www.sanpedrosun.com/government/2022/10/26/belize-plans-to-take-honduras-to-the-icj-o

ver-the-sapodilla-caye-region-dispute/
● https://demaribus.net/2022/11/21/icj-sovereignty-over-the-sapodilla-cayes-belize-honduras/
● https://www.icj-cij.org/case/185
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